
Key Bible verses on the “intermediate state” (heaven) (NASB) 
 
Luke 23:24-43 
42 And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!” 43 And He said 
to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.” 
 
Luke 23:44-46 
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 
because the sun was obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn in two. 46 And Jesus, crying 
out with a loud voice, said, “Father, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” Having 
said this, He breathed His last. 
 
Acts 7:59-60 
59 They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit!” 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:6-8 
6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body 
we are absent from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight— 8 we are of good courage, I 
say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 
 
Philippians 1:21-23 
21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will 
mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. 23 But I am hard-pressed from 
both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-15 
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you 
will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say 
to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, 
will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
 
Hebrews 12:22-24 
22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to myriads of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled 
in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the 
blood of Abel. 
 
Revelation 14:13 
13 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
from now on!’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds 
follow with them.” 
 


